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While it would not be correct to say that Philo's works have been "lost"--scholars have always

known and used Philo--they have essentially been "misplaced" as far as the average student of the

Bible is concerned. Now the translation of the eminent classicist C. D. Yonge is available in an

affordable, easy-to-read edition, with a new foreword and newly translated passages, and

containing supposed fragments of Philo's writings from ancient authors such as John of Damascus.

The title and arrangement of the writings have been standardized according to scholarly

conventions.A contemporary of Paul and Jesus, Philo Judaeus, of Alexandria, Egypt, is

unquestionably among the most important writers for historians and students of Hellenistic Judaism

and early Christianity. Although Philo does not explicitly mention Jesus, or Paul, or any of the

followers of Jesus, Philo lived in their world. It is from Philo, for example, that we learn about how,

like the Gospel of John, Jews (and Greeks) in the Greco-Roman world spoke of the creative force of

God as God's "Logos." Philo, too, employs interpretive strategies that parallel those of the author of

Hebrews. Most scholars would agree that Philo and the author of Hebrews are drawing from the

same, or at least similar, traditions of Hellenistic Judaism. With these kind of connections to the

world of Judaism and early Christianity, Philo cannot be ignored.
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The cover illustration depicts a piece of "gold glass" found near Rome. The menorah, or



seven-branched lamp stand, was a popular symbol of Judaism and can be found on such famous

architectural monuments as the Arch of Titus. The scene on this "gold glass" also shows other items

of Jewish ritual significance, including the Ark of the Covenant flanked by two Lions, a "shofar" or

trumpet, a palm branch, and an oil jar. Many of these items held strong messianic significance and

figured prominently in the life of Israel, such as in the Feast of Tabernacles (or Booths). The photo

appears courtesy of the Vatican Library and is used with permission.

got this to aid in the study of the old testament. It is a very good study tool

There's lots and lots of micro-history in here. Kind of hard to follow sometimes. The print is small

and crammed together so I can't read more than 10 pages at a time. Quite enjoyable though. Like

going back in time. Would recommend if you're into this stuff.

Great book came quickly

Bounces off Josephus. Great info.

Excellent. Fast delivery

My husband was very excited when I found this one for him. He was looking for a collection of Philo

works, of which there are not many, and could not believe I found this one for him. Hard cover copy

was a plus, qualified for free shipping. Came super fast by US mail.

Arrived timely and as described. I like what I have read so far. Gerald

A little hard to get into. Translation is a bit odd. Not for everyone.
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